10.

11.

CONTENTS

PREFACE 11
ABOUT THE CALENDAR 15
. CURTAIN-RAISER 17

Fotheringhay, 18 February 1587

SIMPLICITY OF A CITY 22
London, 19 February 1587

PERPLEXITY OF A QUEEN 32
Greenwich, 19-22 February 1587

THE END OF A GAY SEASON 45
Paris, 28 February—g1 March 1587

PLANS OF OPERATIONS 57
Brussels, 1—-22 March 1587

THE BITTER BREAD 68
Rome, 24-80 March 1587

. GOD’S OBVIOUS DESIGN 85

San Lorenzo de Escorial,

24-31 March 1587

‘THE WIND COMMANDS ME AWAY’ g9
London and Plymouth,

25 March-12 April 1587

A BEARD IS SINGED 110
Cadiz Bay, 29 April-1 May 1587

‘NO MATTER OF SUBSTANCE’ 127
The Portuguese coast, 2—20 May 1587

BARREL STAVES AND TREASURE 137

Cape St Vincent and the Azores,
21 May-18 June 1587



12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.
20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

CONTENTS

AN ARM IS CUT OFF
Sluys, 9 June—5 August 1587

THE HAPPY DAY
Coutras, 20 October 1587

THE USES OF VICTORY
France, 21 October-16 December 1587

THE OMINOUS YEAR
Western Europe, midwinter, 1587-8

THE COMPANY OF THESE
NOBLE SHIPS

Greenwich and English waters,

January to March 1588

‘IN THE HOPE OF A MIRACLE’
Lisbon, g February—25 April 1588

THE DAY OF THE BARRICADES: I
Paris, 12 May 1588 and before

THE DAY OF THE BARRICADES: II
Paris, 12 May 1588 and after

THE INVINCIBLE SETS SAIL
Lisbon to Corunna, g May—22 July 1588

‘THE ADVANTAGE OF TIME AND
PLACE’
Plymouth, the Sleeve, and Biscay to 45°N,
18 April-go July 1588

ENTRANCE TO THE ARENA
The Lizard to the Eddystone,

30-31 July 1588

FIRST BLOOD
The Eddystone to Start Point,

81 July, 1588

‘A TERRIBLE VALUE OF GREAT
SHOT’
Start Point to Portland Bill,
81 July-2 August 1588

146
163

175

204

218

234
248

261

273

283

293

303



25.

26.

277.

28.

20.

30.

31.

32.

33-

34-

CONTENTS

IN FORMIDABLE ORDER
Portland Bill to Calais Roads,
2-6 August 1588

THE HELLBURNERS
The neighbourhood of Calais,
6 and 7 August 1588

THE ORDER BROKEN
Calais Roads to Gravelines,
8 August 1588

THE TARDY MIRACLE

The banks of Zeeland and the North Sea,

g-12 August 1588

MYSELF YOUR GENERAL
Tilbury, 18-19 August 1588

DRAKE IS CAPTURED
Western Europe,
August and September 1588

THE LONG ROAD HOME
From the North Sea, about 56° N,
around Ireland to Spanish ports,
13 August-15 October 1588

END OF A TALL MAN
Blois, 23 December 1588

THE WINDS OF GOD
The Escurial, New Year's Day, 1589

NOT A WHIT DISMAYED
Richmond, New Year's Day, 1589

EPILOGUE
New York, New Year's Day, 1959

A NOTE ABOUT SHIPS AND
THEIR GUNS

A GENERAL NOTE ON SOURCES

NOTES TO CHAPTERS

319

331

343

352

359

369

381

393
404
410
414
419

422
428



CONTENTS

INDEX 446
MAPS
THE THEATRE OF OPERATIONS
1587-8 16

showing the track of the San Martin

THE BATTLE IN THE NARROW SEAS $04-5
29 July—9 August 1588



