Contents

List of Figures and Tables
List of Plates

Preface to the First Edition
Preface to the Second Edition
List of Abbreviations

1 Problems of Interpretation
Points of Contention

2 The Framework

Introduction

Politics and ideology

Ideology, the Party and the Constitution under
Brezhnev and his successors

The Party and the armed forces

Economic priority of defence

Continuing problems of the Soviet economy

The burden of defence expenditure on the economy

Soviet defence industries .

3 The Foreign Policy Background
Introduction
Ideology and foreign policy
Priorities in Soviet foreign policy
The Soviet Navy as an instrument of foreign policy
The Soviet Union and the international law of the sea
Maritime arms control
Conclusion

vii

xi
xiii

xXv



viii

Contents

4 The Strategic Background

Geography and history

Marshal Sokolovskiy's ‘Soviet Military Strategy” and

the role of the Navy

Marshal Grechko’s “The Armed Forces of the Soviet

State’: a Strategic Revolution

Admiral Gorshkov’s contribution to Soviet strategic

thought
‘Navies in War and Peace’ *
“The Sea Power of the State’
Chernavin: a change of course?
The impact of technological progress

5 The Development of the Soviet Navy

The Soviet Navy before the Second World War

The Sovict Navy in the Great Patriotic War
Stalin’s post-war naval policy
The Navy under Stalin’s successors

6 The Soviet Navy: an Inventory

The offshore defence force

Destroyers

Cruisers and battlecruisers

Aircraft carriers

Ballistic missile firing submarines
Cruise missile and torpedo attack submarines
The Soviet Naval Air Force

The Soviet Navy’s amphibious capacity
Flect distribution and ocean access
Command and control

Soviet naval personnel

The Soviet merchant marine

Soviet naval design and construction
Other navies of the Warsaw Pact

7 The Missions of the Soviet Navy

Controlling the seas
Homeland defence

Strategic defence

Strategic strike

Operations against the shore



Contents

Maritime interdiction

The protection of shipping
Peacetime missions

In search of priorities

8 Present and Future Prospects

Notes and References
Bibliography

Index

206
216
219
233

238
251
267
277



